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Fort Elstner was constructed between 1864 and 1865. Its guns looked down on Brownsboro Rd. The fort was built of earth 
ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳōŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛǘŎƘ ŜƴŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ŘǊŀǿōǊƛŘƎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
magazine. The magazine itself housed 200 rounds of artillery shells, enough ammunition to provide continuous volleys of 
interlocking cross-fire between Fort Elstner and several sister forts. After the war ended in 1865, Fort Elstner was eventually 
abandoned with the dubious distinction of never having fired a shot in combat. 

Very little remains of this Civil War fort, though outlines of the original earthworks may still exist. A stray cannonball or two 
has also been known to be uncovered in the area. 

1865 Clifton map 
showing Ft Elstner



East Louisville, 
Atlas of Jefferson and Oldham 
Counties, 1879, 
Beers & Lanagan

An early rendering of east 
Louisville showing Clifton to 
the far left.  To orient yourself, 
trace the intersection of the 
Louisville and Cincinnati 
Railroad with the Louisville 
and Shelbyville Turnpike 
(Frankfort Avenue).



Greater Clifton, 1887
A map showing the neighborhood at the time 
of the founding of St. Frances of Rome Catholic 
Church.  Note the lack of many paved roads or 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ  ²ƘŀƭŜƴΩǎ Dƻŀǘ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ .ƛƭƭȅ Dƻŀǘ 
Hill hark back to the rural days of Clifton.
Billy Goat Hill is situated in the 1700-1900 
blocks of Payne St., on high ground just above 
the cliffs adjacent to I-64.  It was where Fritz 
Whalen grazed over 200 goats. Records as far 
back as 1884 document this use, as do written 
accounts, most notably the St. Frances of 
Rome 65th Anniversary Booklet, published in 
1964. This pastureland was historically 
characterized by an open meadow upon which 
the goats roamed freely.  According to the 
Encyclopedia of Louisville, 

άΧǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀǘ ŦŀǊƳ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ 9Ř 
Whalen, a subdivision named Angora Heights 
was created [in Clifton] in the late 19th 
century.  Feeling that the name was too 
highbrow for their neighborhood, the residents 
changed the name to Billy Goat Hill.  The goats, 
largely unrestrained and free to roam the 
streets and climb the rocky cliffs, inspired the 
street names of Angora Ct, and Angora Ave., 
along with the Billy Goat Hill Democratic Club 
[demolished by I-64 construction].  By the mid-
20th century, most of the goats had either fled 
the area or had been shot by hunters.  The 
street names are the only reminders of the 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎΦέ



.ƻǿƭŜǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ муулΩǎΣ 
Courier-Journal, May 10, 1955

.ȅ ǘƘŜ муплΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
Frankfort Railroad was laid.  This 
railroad, which was intended to facilitate 
the movement of goods and people to 
and from Louisville, converged with the 
already existing turnpike road at a point 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ .ƻǿƭŜǎΩ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ 
.ƻǿƭŜǎΩ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ 
buildings:  one was a waiting room for 
rail passengers, and the other housed 
the post office.  Each day the post 
mistress would place the mail on a hook, 
which was then picked up by the 
trainmaster while the train was still 
moving.  Bowles Station was named for 
Joshua Bowles, president of the first 
Bank of Louisville, who owned 
considerable acreage in the area and an 
estate he named Clifton.  The name 
eventually spread to the surrounding 
countryside. 
!ŦǘŜǊ .ƻǿƭŜǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мусфΣ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƛǊǎ 
subdivided and sold off his land.  In 
1883, the 20-room house with its wide 
lawn, sweeping gravel drive on 18 acres 
was bought by George Frantz.



Mellwood Distillery, 1700 
Mellwood Ave., N.E. Corner of 
Mellwood and Frankfort
University of Louisville Photo Archives, 
Potter Collection

The Mellwood Distillery, a 
Richardsonian Romanesque style 
landmark of the Clifton neighborhood, 
was constructed in 1892 and 
demolished in 1985.  The distillery's 
owners were drawn to Clifton by easily 
available water supplied by Beargrass 
Creek.  It was a large employer of 
Clifton residents.  An example of 
monumental industrial architecture, the 
building was long considered one of the 
finest distillery complexes in the city.
The Mellwood Distillery was founded in 
1878 by Andrew Briggs, William 
Patterson and George W.  Swearinger.  
The corporation owned a large tract of 
land at the corner of Mellwood and 
Frankfort and had a number of buildings 
located on the site.  The deed to the 
property changed hands several times 
between Mellwood Distillery Corp. and 
the Kentucky Distillery and Warehouse 
Co.  The land was also owned by the 
General Distillery Corporation and the 
New Double Spring Distillery.



Mellwood and Frankfort 
Ave.
06/13/1935
University of Louisville Photo 
Archives, 
Herald-Post Collection 
ULPA 1994_018_1083

Frankfort Avenue near 
Mellwood Avenue. View of 
Frankfort Avenue with 
telephone wires on each side. 
Little else is shown on the right 
but on the left are two 
drugstores at opposite street 
corners; the second one is "Billig 
Drugs." On the side of Billig 
Drugs is painted a large sign 
with a name in script partly 
blocked by a telephone pole and 
"'92." A car is at that corner, 
more cars are along Frankfort 
Avenue, and a streetcar 
approaches. There are some 
more buildings on the left as 
well, beyond Billig Drugs. 1700 Frankfort Ave.  D F Billig Drugs from 1930 to 1937 



James Lees Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 
(Frame), 1901-1915
1741 Frankfort Ave.
Clifton Community Council 
Archives and James Lees 
Church Archives

The frame structure, shown 
here, was built in 1901 and 
was later replaced by a 
brick church, which is still 
standing today.  Note the 
Gothic Revival style arched 
windows and pointed 
tower, both creating a 
strong vertical emphasis



James Lees Memorial Presbyterian 
Church
1741 Frankfort Ave.  

The dark brown brick church is classical 
revival style architecture with stain 
glass windows and classical decoration, 
note the domed roof.  The building was 
designed by Samuel M. Plato, a 
nationally-recognized African American 
Louisville architect, and was completed 
in 1915. It once housed a branch of the 
Louisville Free Public Library in the 
church basement.
The congregation continued at this 
location until January 2015, when it 
voted to dissolve the church.  The last 
worship service was held on December 
7, 2014.  The church was sold several 
ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ά¢ƘŜ WŀƳŜǎέ ƭǳȄǳǊȅ 
apartments. 



James Lees Sanctuary

The sanctuary of the first 
James Lees church pictured 
here featured heavy, dark 
Victorian furnishings such as 
the ornately carved organ and 
pulpit



James Lees' Reading Room, 
1743 Frankfort Ave.
1900 to 1910
Clifton Community Council Archives and 
James Lees Church Archives

In an attempt to fulfill social needs in the 
Clifton neighborhood, James Lees Church 
acquired the Princess Anne style shotgun 
house adjacent to their church and 
converted it into a reading room. Thinking 
"reading maketh a full man," a branch of 
the Louisville Free Public Library was 
located there.  The church also provided 
showers and clean towels for fifteen cents 
each to those without such facilities in their 
homes, thinking "cleanliness is next to 
godliness."



Callbox, 1894
Filson Club, (Historical 
Sketch and Souvenir of the 
Louisville Fire Department, 
1894)

Callboxes, such as the one 
featured in this ad, were 
typically found on Clifton 
street corners during the 
late Victorian era and were 
used to alert firemen of 
fires in progress



Albert A. Stoll Hook and Ladder No. 3, 
1761 Frankfort Ave
N.W. Corner of Frankfort Ave. and Pope St., 
1894
Filson Club 

By 1890, the year this firehouse was built, the general 
population of the Clifton area had expanded to such a 
degree that fire protection was necessary.  This beautiful 
building, while still standing today, has undergone changes 
that have taken its corner bell tower and many of its 
intricate art glass windows and doors.

Built in 1890, it has been listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places since 1980.  Originally it was called Hook & 
Ladder No. 3, and was renamed to honor an early school 
board president.  Constructed in the Gothic Revival style 
architecture by contractor by John Greinier ϧ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
first floor windows were originally stained glass and along 
with gothic arches and a square tower with turrets (now 
gone), it looked like a cathedral.  The firehouse moved to 
300 N. Spring St in 2009 and the building was sold and 
renovated into a restaurant, now The Silver Dollar (2014)



S.W. Corner of Frankfort Ave. 
and Pope St., March 5, 1938
University of Louisville 
Photographic Archives, Caufield 
& Shook Collection, ULPA 
CS_157879

Young's pharmacy was typical of 
the Mom and Pop stores that were 
on almost every corner in Clifton.  
The corner tower acted as a 
beacon to attract customers.  Note 
the tracks in the street from the 
electric streetcars and the brick-
lined gutters.

Bicyclists and pedestrians meet at 
the doorway of Young's Pharmacy 
at Frankfort and Pope St. The 
building is multiple stories tall and 
likely includes an apartment on the 
upper floors. Beyond the 
pharmacy is Rosalind Beauty 
Shoppe and The Hill Top bar. 
Homes can be seen beyond that. A 
number of cars are parked along 
the street which is wet with rain.



Frankfort Ave. and Pope St., 
March 5, 1938
University of Louisville 
Photographic Archives, Caufield 
& Shook Collection, ULPA 
CS_157880

This picture captures a rainy day 
in the Clifton neighborhood. On 
the left is Young's Pharmacy 
with a Coca-Cola sign. To the 
right is a pool hall advertising 
Fehr's and Oertel's beers. 
Beyond that is the firehouse. 
Cars are parked along the street 
on either side. At Pope Street 
there is a visible line where the 
cobblestone road becomes a 
blacktopped road. Trolley tracks 
run down the street and the 
accompanying utility poles trace 
the sidewalks along the street.



Young's Pharmacy, 1764 Frankfort Ave. 
S.W. Corner of Frankfort and Pope
5/25/1927
University of Louisville Photographic 
Archives, Caufield & Shook Collection
ULPA CS_082250. 
¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ tƘŀǊƳŀŎȅΦ мфмм ǘƻ мфслΦ 
Virginia Dry Goods. 1965 to 1988

A man in a dark suit and hat talks with a 
young man in striped pants and a white 
jacket. They are standing near the display 
cases in Young's Pharmacy. Products in 
the cases include cameras, film, beauty 
products, stationery, and more. Toward 
the back of the room a man stands behind 
a barred window with the words "Post 
Office" above it. Next to the window is a 
display of what may be liquor bottles and 
another counter with candies. To the far 
left is a set of benches around a table. 
Above the table is a mirror which reflects 
the counter, stools, and cash register on 
the opposite wall. Next to one of the 
benches is a phone and a phone book 
which is hanging from a small ledge.
Reflected in the mirror over the booth is 
the ice cream bar and fountain.  Note the 
intricate pressed tin ceiling and the post 
office clerk's window.  Everything from 
candies to prescriptions were sold here.



A & P Store, 1800 Frankfort Ave., 
March 5, 1938
University of Louisville Photographic 
Archives, 
Caufield & Shook Collection, 
ULPA CS_157881

The streetcar to the left had most 
likely been involved in an accident and 
a crowd gathered to watch.  The 
storefront behind the crowd is built of 
cast iron, a building material typically 
used on Victorian commercial
storefronts.  The strength of the iron, 
coupled with new innovations in glass 
making technology, allowed for large 
plate glass windows which were 
effectively used to display goods. 

The front end of the Market St trolley 
can be seen in front of the A & P Food 
Store.  A crowd of people wait on the 
sidewalk. It appears to be raining as 
the street looks wet, and children are 
huddled together spreading a coat 
above their heads. One couple shares 
an umbrella. In the window of the 
grocery store are ads for "8 o'clock 
coffee - 3 lb. bag 45 cents," "Down go 
bread prices, large loaf now 9 cents" 
ŀƴŘ ϦIŜƛƴȊ tƛŎƪƭŜǎΦά 



1800 Frankfort Ave. 

In 1887, this was a corner 
grocery, George Hendricks 
Grocery, 
1902: Weatherton & Wigginton 
Grocers,    
1904-1911: Christian Schwenck 
Grocer 
1915-1925: The Quaker Maid 
Grocers 
1928-1951: Great A & P Tea Co.
After the A&P closed, a 
restaurant opened, {ƳƛǘǘȅΩǎ 
Café 1953-1964, 
1966-1968: Bauer Tavern
1970-мфууΥ aƛƭƭƛŜΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ 
1989-мффмΥ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ 
The Black Cat. 
Since 2012: Hilltop Tavern



1846 Frankfort Ave. 
2/13/1939
University of Louisville 
Photographic Archives, 
Caufield & Shook Collection
ULPA CS_164362
Betz family: 1905-1939

This photograph shows the home of 
F.W. Betz at 1846 Frankfort Avenue 
in 1939. A building of mixed styles, 
the front porch roof is supported by 
four Doric columns with a 
decorative addition of Tudor 
arches, while the bottom of the 
house and the rear of the building is 
done in brick. The facade of the 
second story is done in Swiss chalet 
style. The house next door has what 
looks like a trellis with an 
unidentified symbol on top. The 
symbol is made up of two 
concentric diamonds where the 
diamonds are a light color and the 
background is dark. The 
neighboring house also exhibits an 
example of gingerbread trim on its 
top story.



Original American Printing House for the Blind, 
1839 Frankfort Ave., 
August, 1920
University of Louisville Photographic Archives, 
Caufield & Shook Collection

Established in 1858, the printing house was originally 
quartered in the Kentucky School for the Blind building.  
By 1883, the company moved next door to an adjacent 
site on Frankfort Avenue in a building designed by 
prominent architect C.J. Clarke of Louisville.  It remains 
the only institution in the world devoted solely to 
publishing, developing and manufacturing educational 
aides for the blind and visually impaired.



American Printing House for 
the Blind, 
1839 Frankfort Ave., 
02/20/1922
University of Louisville 
Photographic Archives, 
Caufield & Shook Collection
ULPA CS_041098

In 1883, this building was 
constructed for the American 
Printing House for the Blind, 
the oldest publishing house 
for the visually impaired in 
the United States.

The Colored School can be 
seen on the lower right in the 
background.



American Printing House for the Blind, 
1839 Frankfort Ave., 
9/5/1961
University of Louisville Photographic Archives, 
Royal Photo Co. Collection, ULPA R_17652

Four-story brick building at the American Printing 
House for the Blind. 



1839 Frankfort Ave., American Printing House for the Blind.  

The American Printing House for the Blind, which is the oldest non-profit agency for the blind in the U.S 
and the largest publishing house for the blind in the world, was established in 1858.  Its core is a 19th 
century building obscured by additions.  The stone walls in front of the school and elsewhere in the 
neighborhood were made from stone quarried nearby by prisoners at the old City Workhouse at Lexington 
Rd. and Payne St., destroyed by fire in 1968. The Callahan  Museum is on the property and tours are 
available. In May 2023 tƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ !tIΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ 5h¢ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ



Old School for the Blind, 
1800 Block of Frankfort Ave., 
1922
University of Louisville 
Photographic Archives, 
Caufield & Shook Collection

The Old School for the Blind 
was built in 1853 on the highest 
point in Louisville.  Francis 
Costigan of Madison, Indiana, 
designed the building in the 
Greek Revival style.  The cupola 
of the School for the Blind was 
equipped with operable 
windows which were used to 
regulate heat and ventilation.  
Hot air would rise up from the 
circular staircase beneath the 
dome to provide natural 
climatic controls.  For eight 
months during the Civil War, it 
was used as a hospital for 
Union soldiers.  It was 
demolished in 1967 to make 
room for newer, more modern 
facilities.


