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historic R S Cl:'r;ftbn T—hqt‘nr'l(‘ Diskrick : . ‘ . -
and/or common * Clifton Historic District - v , .
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street & number - -« - -2 not for pubhcaﬂon s

city, town - - Lou:.sv:.lle : vncmity of b _ L

state”f';'  Kentueky b code’ 021 R county. . ‘j’efﬁe:ksori
3. CIassmcatlon e

- Category 'Ownershlp T status Present Use
_district . ___npapublic. .. X occupied - .. . . _naagriculture -
_pri . Dha_unoccupied - .. —..xcommercial.
"na_structure b e e e x.__work] in progress;;__. = yeducational:
na_site ‘Piiblié Acquisition Accessible !
na— object 1z _in process

name R MultlpleOwners .
street & number e L .
city, town S R VIclmty of.

5. Locatmn of Legal Desc

Jefferson County Courthouse

courthouse, reglstry of deeds, etc.

street & number : ‘k . 517 W";, J ef,ferson. “

city, town Lou:.sv:.lle L

6. Represemaiaon in Ex;s mg

title Kentucky Sur vey, of Hlstorlc S:Ltes : has this property been determ ed eligibh

date . 1983 v s S SR ' federal X state"Ba county na local

depository for survey records Kentucky Heritage Council

city, town © Frankfort state . Kentucky




7. Degsc‘:iﬁ'iption‘ i“

- Checkone Check one .
‘ated _naunaltered . x_ original snte

Describe the p'resent and original (if known) phys'icaflza'pisearancel e ‘_,'_:._ AT R S e

. The Cllfton Historic District is located in eastern Louisville and lles'a;ong/
Frankfort Avenué  and Brownshoro Roads, early transportatlon arteries, The district -
is between the Butchertown and Crescent Hill National Register Districts.( listed '
1976 ..and-1982, respectlvely)° “Clifton rests on a rlse whlch is qulte steep along the :
northern edge. R f;;*

...Frankfort Avenue:(-the-old Shelbyv1lle Turnplke) forms the splne of the w tern :
half of the district, At the edge is the Mellwood Distillery Warehouse,ka 18 :
Rlchardsonlan structure and the flnest pre—prohlbltlon dlstlllery bulldlng to survlve
in the 01ty. Next to the ‘warehouse and across the street are small frame workers'ty7355
shotguns in the Ttalianate style. (Photo #1) = e e

The next block of Frankf ;tvbeglns to ascend up a hill'and is lined Wlth two—story
frame structures on the south side including a turreted, “Queen- Anne commerc1al bulldlng
at 176Q. North side is the James Lees Presbyterlan Church, 1914, in dark brown brlck
wrth stafiei'glass w1ndows and classrcal decoratlonof ‘This small church ; g
by a dome, Several small dwelllngs are situated in the center of the c \
Hilltop. Theatre, No.,1757 is a colorful, glazedrbrlck structure and the Hook and Ladd r
Company #3 an 1890, Gothic Reviyal firehouse complete the blocks (Phot 13, 1

The 1800 section actually consists of three block faces, The' south
by two commercral buildings one with a Carrara-glass facade and a s
street, arev‘everal frame,one and two-story structures, '3 brlck

is occupled b thv ntucky School for the Bllnd and: the Amerl N Prln : _
Blind. This comple prlmarlly new bulldlngs (two Colonlal Rev1val llvlng quartersin;v
and ‘a; Itallanate house remaln) has been located on this site 51nce 1853 ~The heav1ly
_treed lot stlll retalns "its handsome stonewall., (Photos #2 #16 #29) ,

Thé’ north s1de of the 1900 block consists.of a class1cal revrval church a newer
apartment complex ‘and ‘four handsome red brick houses datlng from the turn—of—the-century
(1921~ 1935) ‘e other section of this block consist of another red brlck, classroa ‘
revival church and a parking lot. (Photo #18) : o ff .

On the south side, #1904 and #190: fort_are excluded"from +he district and'they
are a convenience grocery and bakerye"The rest of the 1900 block 1s resrdentlal 1n i
character., . ~
' The ‘old Cllfton Theatre at. the corner of Frankfort and Bellalre was constructed in
three stages. This brick structure with cla551cal detalls has recently been renovated ‘as’
shops, galleries and artist studios. The rest of the block consrsts of two, Itallanate
structures in brick on large lots and deep set—backs and several smaller frame hOuS g and

store=fronts {Photo #33) _ e T e ,
The 2000 blocx, on the south srdgl : mlx,of,commerclal,and”re51dent1al ‘ulldlngs
which is broken in the center by new construction and a parking lot(excluded from district).

No. 2000 is: interesting two-story. frame ‘structure with res1dentlal on. the second floor.uTne
structure has a chamfered corner and sllght ‘set-back which nicely addresses the intersection.
The last horse waterlng trough in the c1ty 1s 1n front of #2042 Frankfort (Photo n3 n3e)
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The 2100 block conSLSts of a number of Itallanate dwellings in both frame and
brick, two.store—fronts and a. parklng lot with a masonry structure at the rear.

The streets, which radiates off Frankfort and form a fairly regulaxly grid plan
between the western boundary of the district and Haldeman, are all very similar in ...
character. William, Pope, Arllngton, State and Haldeman and Brownsboro are lined with
vernacular working class residences, one—and—two-storles, and’ are primarily of frame
construction. Italianate shotguns are mixed with vernacular cottages, vernacular version
of the Queen Anne style, the Amerlcan four-square and a few later bungalows. The Benjamin
Franklin School at Arlington and State Streets is an 18S0s., Victorian structure of brick
‘and stone with a contemporary addition. (Photos #4, #7-11, #31, #38)

Also in this area are several remaining sections of brick streets on State, Haldeman,
Williams and Embry. -

Waverly Court has a greater diversity of dwellings ranging from shotguns at #100 and
#102 and more previlance of two-story structures. A number of the American. four—squares
demonstrate the Craftsman influence. (Photos #5, #6, #25, #42)

As Clifton developed in an eastwardly direction, the houses became larger in scale
with a greater occurance of brick homes and generally, later construction dates.

Coral Avenue runs between Frankfort and Brownsboro Road and a small fork forms -
Coral Court., Bingham Park is a wooded ravine beginning on the west side of the street
and running to Brownsboro Road. Nos. 120, 125 and 126 Coral are brick structures of
eclectic Victorian elements. No. 117 Coral is an American four-square in concrete block
cut to resemble stone. Along Coral Court ovérlooking the park is primarily a row of -
American four-squares in frame. (Photos #19,#23, #24, #26, #36, #43)

North Bellaire is similar in scale with a wide mix of frame construction inclﬁding.
four-squares and vernacular Queen Annes with Eastlake details. The street dead-ends at
a steep hill. At the end is an elegant brick, Queen Anne with round tower. (Photo #40)

Vernon Avenue also dead ends at the steep hillside rising from Brownsboro Road. The
scale ‘is more varied, as well as having a great mix of brick and frame structures than
Bellaire. Several of the more interesting structures include: a large craftsman house in
concrete block, cut to resemble stone at No. 141; a massive Classical Revival house with.
a balustraded-porch and entry with an over-sized fan-light at No. 149; an early, two-story
brick Italianate at #168; and an exquisite frame, Queen Anne in pristine condition at
No. 188. A small church in buff brick and a later apartment complex also face the street.

The scale of structures along North Clifton, -Jane, North Keats and North Ewing is
more mixed and has a greater number of one-story dwellings. Cottages are mixed with
American four-square, vernacular Queen Annes and bungalows. The lower section of North
Jane contains nine identical houses which are very simple structures with brick Ffirst
floors and frame second stories. Both blocks of North Keats have several handsome, multi-
family dwellings dating from c.1912, in frame with large classical~revival porches (#121,
123, 125, 146 and 148). The Grand View Apartments are situated at the end of Keats on the
crest of the hill. These early 20th century, th;ee—story.buildings are still impressive

from the base of the hill but unfortunately have béen aluminum sided. (Photos #21, #39)
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Sycamore,whlch bisects this section of the dlstrlct between Frankfort and Brownsboro,
contains some interesting buildings.  No. 2124 is one of the flnest bungalows ln ‘the '
district; 2132 is an:extremely handsome, large Itallanate with a decoratlve ‘iron fence;
Nos. 2317 2319, 2321 are three: 1dentlcal frame structures w1th unusual gable treatments,
2333 is. a frame Queen Anne with an Eastlake porch Sycamore retalns 1ts brlck street -~ -
'pav1ng between Keats and Jane.(Photos #12, #27, #28) : , :

The major .intrusions to:occyr are some severly altered store-fronts prlmarlly
on Frankfort Ayenue and:scattered small apartments complexes built in the 1960s. (Photo #44)

The dlStrlCt has 623 contrlbutlng structures and about 40 1ntru51ons.i ; N
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Period . Areas of Si :

na_ prehistoric ‘ y-prehistoric _Diacommunity pianmng na__ landscape archltecture na rehglon

aa-1400-1499 - . ogy-hlstonc ., —naconserv tion . na. faw. v na science

na- 1500-1589 ina " _paeconom s na_,lxterature R _n.a_scu!pture

na 1600-1699 _X. a _X education - na.military . . 0. itialsociall 7Y

.na.-1700-41'79.9, _n_a_art N —naengineering pa— music "na: humanitarian

X__1800-1899 na commerce __naexploration/settlement na_ philosophy -na- theater :

—X_1900- na. communications _% ‘industry na politics/government D& transportation
: B ' _nainvention N : 1a_ other (specity)

Specific dates 1870-1-1 930 Builder/Architect — £

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph) . .

The Clifton Historic District is a transitional middle and Worklng—class nelohbor—
hood showing the architectural development of the period between the 1870s and the early
20th century. This district has a richly diverse colelction of residential archltecture

which reflects its gradual development -as’ an early surburb of Loulsv1lle.

Clifton takes its name from the 1817 estate of Col. Joshua Bowles. Bowles' estate
(no longer ‘extant) was situated between the Shelbyville Turnpike (now Frankfort, Avenue)
and the steep hills from which the estate was, named. Other early developments in the
area include the Kentucky School for the Blind which was chartered by the” State in 1842,
and is the third oldest such school in the country. The school was located on’ Frankfort
Avenue in 1853 in a domed, Gréek Revival structure de31gned by Francis' Costlgan of”
‘Madison, Indlana (razed 1967) The Kentucky Printing House for the Bllnd 1s‘located on

the same tract surrounded By a handsome ‘stonewall. Establlshed in 1858 ‘the Prlntlng
House is the oldest non-profit agency for the biind in the Tnited ‘States and
publishing house. for the Blind in ‘the world. The printing" “house has ,“been ‘the
textbook publls ':Lng company for the blind since 1879, and the only insti
soley to publ:.sh;mg, and developing and manufacturlng manual a:.ds for‘b n

'The cotre of the Prlnt:_ng House for the Bln.nd 1s a 19th cen
almost totally obscured by addltlons and retains none o ‘
other early sites to survive on’ the Blind School—Prlntlng ‘Hous

house, c. 1880, two, Colonial Revival dormitories c. 1925, and a "and some st ll__‘ﬁvhich

surrounds the large tract of land (see #7). Though the ar:ch:_t tural ‘conf

this important educatlonal—lndustrlal complex has changed over th h1 torical

importance

The blind’ school served as a hosp1tal in the ClVll war and one of Loulsvn.lle s
six defense’ fortlflcatlons, Fort Elstner, was, located 1n the area of

The other 1mportant industrial concern to flor:.sh in Clifton be
House for the Blind, was the dlstlllery industry. The Mellwood"'D:L tv
area due to the proxmlty of Beatgrass Creek. This dlstlllery

and assoc:Latlon w1th the nelghborhood has remal ed str‘n

in Jefferson County in the late 19th century. D:Lstlll:mg was’ second only "to

Louisville
Warehouse,
Avenue, is
to survive’

as a major industry. The Richardsonian Romanesque, Mellwood ‘Dis!
which is located on the western edge of the Clifton 1str s
archltecturally the most handsome of the relatlvely few Whlskey war louse
the Prohlbltlon era in Loulsv1lle. N

Though some land subdivision. took place in Cllfton in the 1850s, more’ 1ntense:"
development began after the Civil War.’ Louisville's populatlon burceoned after the war
and many of the areas’ surroundlng the c1ty were settled. The ex1stence of the inter-
urban. railroad and the large number of economic opportunltles in ‘the- adjacent Butchertown
neighborhood helped spur Cllfton s devélopment. Be31des the jobs’ avallaole in the meat
trade in Butchertown, several distilleries grew up in ‘Clifton due ‘to the prox1m1ty of
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water sources.
The Italianate. style represents the earllest period.of resrdentlal archltectur‘.

to survive in Clifton. A large number of two-story, brick Italianate townhouses with
stone trim and a few frame dwellings of this scale are found more predomlnately in the
western half of the. district (e.g.. 1844 Frankfort, and 2132 Sycamore) Working-class
. houses of shotgun conflguratlon w1th Italianate detalllng are found, also in double
k‘and camelhacks (#100, 102 Waverly Court, 1731 Frankfort, and 1708- 1710 Frankfort) (Photos 2
‘ The most ‘elaborate of the late Victorian styles to be found in 31gn1f1cant numbers ,
in Clifton is the fanciful Queen ‘Ann. A wide vyariation of houses of two-stories with
turrets, fish-scale shingles and often with Eastlake porches are exemplified by #1738
 Frankfort, 1828 Frankfort 2333 Sycamore and 188 Vernon. No.~l748 Frankfort is clad
in clapboard cut in a wave. pattern which appears to be unlque in ‘the c1ty., The Queen
. Anne style also has: brlck 1nterpretat10ns}'n Cllfton at 197 N. Bellalre and a corner
,kcommerc1al store. w1th upper . re51dent1al space, .at 1760 Frankfort, one of the most prlstlne
‘examples to survive in Louisville of this type. of commercial building. (Photos #12-17)
‘The' nelghborhood contlnued to attract a large Worklng class populatlon durlng this
perlod and many . of their. cottages andismall two—story houses . are adorned with. elements
of the Queen Anne. style such_ as the flsh;scale shlngles and some type of porch across
the facade, These dwelllngs are mostly concentrated in. the western ectlon of streets
radiating .off Frankfort (131, 134, 141, 226 ~and 233 Pope) (Photos #7~ lO) e
' The ‘late 1890s and early 20th century perlod of development shlfts more to the
eastern section of the district. Examples of American Four—square (140 N. Bellaire,
138 Coral and 13Q Waverly Court) and colonial revival influences (149 Vernon, 148 Keats)
and craftsman 1nfluence predomlnate (185 186 Coral and 108 Waverly) (Photos #21-26, #43)
: Two 1nterest1ng structures of this perlod are constructed of concrete block made
'to emulate stone.; 117 Coral 1s an Amer1 n_Four—square and 141 Vern n 1s'arlarge crafts—f
man dwelllng. (Photo #19, f20) k~"b : a0
.. The last. 51gn1f1cant phase of res1dent1a1 development 1n the ar a‘lS the b kgalow
“found primarily in brick and frame (2124 Sycamore) (Photo #28) L o
Several 1nterest1ng commercial structures include two theatres.'The Hllltop (1757
Frankfort) has a. colorful glazed brick facade, and the Clifton (2001 Frankfort) was’
built in 3 stages in red brick w1th stone trim. A gothlc rev1valwf1rehouse (Natlonal
Reglster) is also on Frankfort Avenue, which has the greatest number of non-re31dent1al
structures in the district. (Photos #32 #33)

'cla351cal rev1val 1nterpretatlon of the 1920'5.
of Samuel Plato s (a black, Loulsv1lle archltect) churches such as th
13th and Broadway.,(Photo #30) » : '

k ' Several other. unusual features add to the amblence of the Cllfton dlstrlct The last
surviving horse trough (which had running water) is located in front of 9402 Frankfort
Avenue. Several streets also retain brick sections. These rare examples of turn—of- the-
century road building remain on portions of State, Wllllam, Embry and Haldeman and a
small section of Sycamore between Jane and Keats. (Photo #37) L

. Clifton survives as a transional nelghborhood both developmentally, and archltecturall
and geocraphlcally betweenButchertown and Crescent . Hill. The ambience of thlS Victorian -

;communlty is. stlll ev1dent in its diverse archltecture and unusual topography., It )‘
remains as one of. the most 1nterest1no of the worklng—mlddle class Vlctorlan nelonbornoocs

in’ Lou1sv1lle.
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Beginning at a point on the northwest corner of N. Ewing Ave., and the north right-of .

way line of the L&N railroad tracks,thence north following the west right-of-way

line of Ewing. Ave., to a point 426 ft + south of Brownsboro Rd.,. thence west \ollow1ng

the north property line of C:.ty Block 72 A Lot 34 132 ft, + to a po:.nt, thence.a.wnorth

133 ft+ to a pornt thence west 105 £t to a point, thence north 25 ft toa p01nt, thence
west 187 ft+ to a point,. thence ‘south 126 ft+ to a point, thence west followrng the north
property llne of City Block 72 A Lot 93 138.5 ft to a point in the east rlght-of—way

-line ‘of Jane St., thence south. follow1ng said- rlght—of—way line to a p01nt 243 ft +

north of the north rlght—of-way line of Sycamore Ave., thence west across N. Jane St.
follow1ng the-north: property--line of City Block 62 F, Lot 29 and across Martln Ave. -

261 ft+ to a point in the west right-of-way line of Martin Ave,, thence north followrng
said rlght—of-way line 160 ft + to a point, thence west following the. lrregular north
property line of City Block 69 F Lot 22 170 ft + to a point in the east rlght—of-way

line of N. Clifton Ave., thence south follow;ng said rrght—of—way to a point in the

south righ-of-way line of Sycamore Ave., 100 ft+ east of the east rlght;dfeway‘line of

N. Clifton Aye., thence west following the south right-of-way line of Sycamore Ave., to .

a point 330 ft + west of the west rlght—of—way line N, Clifton Ave., thence north: 555 ft+
to a point, thence west following the noxth prbperty line of City Block 69 F Lot 12 125 ft+
to a point thence north 550 ft+ to a p01nt in the south property.line of City Block 69F Lot
1,thence west follow1ng sald property line to a point in the east rlght-of—way”llne T;;

of Vernon Ave., thence diagonally across Vernon Ave., to a. pornt in the northeast corner

of City Block 69 D Lot 13, thence following the north property line of sald lot 200 ft

to a point, thence, north ‘105 ft+ to a p01nt thence west follwoing ‘the north property

line of City Block 69 D Lot 74 235 ft+ to a p01nt in the west rlght—of—way line of
Bellaire Ave., thence north’ following Tsaid rlght—of-way to the south rlght—of—way line

of Brownsborc Road, thence west follow1ng said rlght—of—way to a point 1n the east rlght—
~of-way line of William St., thence:south followrng said rlght—of—way to a pointiin' “the
south ‘east corner of the intersection of William and the first alley south of Brownsboro
Rd., ‘thence west following the south right-of-way line of said alley to 4 pornt in the
southeast corner of said-alley and the first alley west of William, thence ; >11low:
the east rlght~of—way line of id alley to a point in the ‘south right-o: A
the first: alley north of” Frankfort Ave., thence west llO ft+ to a pornt, then e so

the east: property llne of Lot 83 to a pornt in the north rlght—of—way llne of the first:
alley south of Frankfort Ave., thence east following sa;d;r;ghtﬁof:way to“akp01nt_155 £+
east of Williams St., thence south following the east right-of-way line of the first alley
west of Pope St., to a point on the northeast corner of said alley and Charlton St.,
thence. eastwardly followrng the north right-of-way line of Charlton: St. to a p01nt ‘dnithe
_northeast corner-of the 1ntersectlon of arlton St., E. Maln St and.Pope St. | thence
‘eastwardly follow1ng the north rlght~of—waylllne of E. Maln St. to a p01nt'1n the
northwest corner of E. Maln St. and the flrst alley. east of State St., thence north
followrng the west rlght—of—way line of sald alley and dlagonally acrosseA l'ngton Ave.
to'a pornt in the north rlght—of—way llne of Arllngton Ave., 108 ft+ we: t Stoll Ave.,
thence north 30 ft., thence west 92 ft+ to a pornt in the east r1ght~of—way llne of. the
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first alley east of State Ave., thence north following said right-of-way to ‘a point.
in the north right-of-way line of the first alley south of Frankfort Ave. 98 5 ft
east of State Ave., thence east following said rlght—of-way to a pomnt in the northwest
corner of said alley aad Haldeman Ave., thence north following the west right-of-way
line of Haldeman Ave. to a point in the southwest corner of Haldeman Ave.. and Frankfort
Ave,., thence east follewing the south’ rlght—of—way line of Frankfort Ave. to a 901nt
136 ft. east of Haldeman Ave,, thence south 119 ft., thence east ‘50 ft., thence south.
47 ft. to a point in the north right-of-way line of the flrst alley south of Frankfort
Ave., thence east following said right-of-way 82 ft., to a point in the east rlght—of-way lir
of Weist. Pl,:166 ft south. of Frankfort Ave., thence south followxng sald rlght—of—way to
a. .point in the’ noxth rlght—of-way of the L&N railroad tracks,thence east follow1ng
said right-of-way to a‘:point in the west rlght-of—way llne of the flrst alley east, of
Waverly :Ct., thence noxth follow1ng ‘said rlght—of—way to a p01nt 1n the northeast corner
of said alley and the fixst dlley southtof Frankfort Ave., thence east follow1ng the
north right-of-way line of said alley 50 ft to a point, thence north 34 ft+ to a p01nt,
thence eastwardly 152 ft+ to & point in the east rlght—of—way “1ine ”Bellalre Ave., ..
thence east 36 fti to a p01nt, thence north 105 ft+ to a 901nt 1n the south rlght—of—Way

north rlght-of—way line of the L&N rallroad tracks, thence east’ 289 ft“
north 155 ft+ to a 901nt in the north rlght—of-way llne of Exankfort,A,

200 ft to a polnt, thence east 265 ft. to & poxnt 1n ‘the east right-o
Cllfton Ave., thence south.follow1ng sald rlght—of-way to a p01nt in the

-alley and the east property llnes of City Block 69 ‘G Lots 49 through 57 to a point in the
south right-of-way line of Sycamore Ave., thence east following said right-of-way to a point
in the southeast corner ‘of Sycamore Ave, and the first alley west of N. Jane St., thence
south following the east right-of-way of said alley to a point in the northeast corner
of said alley and the first alley north of the L&N railroad tracks, thence east following
‘the north right-of-way line of said alley 192.5 ft. to a point in the east right-of-way
line of N. Jane St., thence south following said right-of-way to a pomnt in the northeast
corner of N.Jane St:, and north right-of-way line of the L&N railroad tracks, thence
east follow1ng said right-of+way to the point of beginning.
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Boundary Justification

The boundarles of the Cllfton dlstrlct are drawn to 1nclude the largest concentratlon
of structures whlch exhlblt the archltectural and hlstorlcal development ofithe .
area. ' , , . S

The west boundary beglns one. block from the Butchertown Natlonal Reglster dlstrlct and
excludes prlmarlly later commercral and 1ndustr1al bulldlngs along Mellwoods: The!
small residential trlangle in the west sector, south of Frankfort on primarily:
’ Stevens and Wllllams, is excluded due. to the large number -of alterations; condition:
“and lesser degree of archltectural quallty., The. rallroad tracts form a man-smade boundary
to the south, which" 1s further delenlated by the tracts. being located.on a steep grade
above street level : The other areas south. of Frankfort ¢ Bellalre, ‘Haldeman, Stoll and
ArllngtonL are excluded due to new. constructlon, demolltron -and .severe. alteratlons.n‘-
’These areas no longer contrlbute to the feeling of. tlme and placequl-;; e o

Brownsboro Road forms the north boundary for the most part of the western sectlon of the
drstrlct The School for the Blind is included for its hlstorlcal lmportance as the

' major rnstltutlonal focus of the nelghborhood ‘The .noxth. boundary in the eastern |

'sector meanders fo exclude areas of recent constructlon, such as 1950s housesg*apartment
bulldlngs[ nursrng home and a shopping center, : i o &

North Ew1ng forms the eastern boundary. An area of garden apartments lle between
thlS boundary and the Crescent Hill National Reglster dlStrlCt.;“;J 2 T

The L&N RR tracts were used as the south boundary for the eastern sector. Frankfort #
Avenue,'at thlS pornt, loses 1ts hlstorlc character due. to the number of 1ntrusrons !
and severe alteratlons.v North Rastetter Avenue is. also excluded It,lsmprlmarrly b
. a l9SOs development of small one—story ranch houses. G L
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